


We’re thrilled to welcome you to The Hotel at Avalon in Alpharetta, Georgia, for SECO26!

Whether this is your first SECO or you’ve been attending for years, we’re glad you’re here and

excited to bring our manufactured housing community together once again.

This year’s theme, Managing Your Empire, is all about giving community owners the ideas,

connections, and practical tools to build stronger communities and stronger businesses. Over the

next few days, you’ll have plenty of opportunities to learn from industry experts — and, just as

importantly, from one another.

This year’s lineup includes sessions exploring AI, cybersecurity, and other issues shaping our

industry, along with focused sessions featuring community owners sharing what they’re doing,

what’s working, and what they’ve learned along the way. We’re also excited to bring back our

popular roundtable discussions, creating even more opportunities to exchange ideas and learn

from your peers.

Of course, some of the best parts of SECO happen outside the sessions. This year, you’ll also

have the opportunity to tour four display homes from Live Oak Homes and Clayton Homes—two

single-section and two multi-section homes. Take time to meet someone new, reconnect with old

friends, visit with our sponsors and exhibitors, and enjoy everything our new home at Avalon has

to offer. And be prepared for a little fun along the way with our special guest, Mentalist Terry

Ward.

There’s nothing quite like bringing community owners, managers, and industry supporters

together in one place. We hope you leave SECO26 with new ideas, new connections, and

renewed excitement for what’s ahead.

Welcome to SECO26!   Welcome to SECO26!‌  

Welcome to SECO26! Let’s Manage Your Empire!

https://www.secoconference.com/
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SECO began with a simple idea: bring community owners together to learn from one

another.

About 15 years ago, about a dozen Southeastern community owners gathered to discuss the

challenges and opportunities in their industry. Those early conversations sparked something none

of them could have predicted — a movement that would bring together hundreds of community

owners from across the U.S. and Canada.

Later that first year, more than 50 community owners gathered in Atlanta. As word spread about

the practical, no-nonsense education and genuine camaraderie, the conference grew annually

through contributions from additional Southeast owners. What began as a regional meetup now

draws community owners from more than 35 states each year.

SECO is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) serving small and mid-size manufactured home community owners

from the U.S. and Canada. All programming is planned by and for community owners. Unlike

many industry events dominated by vendor pitches, SECO remains true to its founding principle:

a conference built by community owners, for community owners.

THE HISTORY OF SECOTHE HISTORY OF SECOTHE HISTORY OF SECO



OBJECTIVES
Encourage community owner networking and

education

Promote community-series-home (CSH)

acquisition, financing, and sales

Facilitate community acquisition, financing, sales,

and management

Provide affordable housing

Improve the community segment of the

manufactured housing industry as responsible

business owners and professional managers.

Small and mid-size community owners and

managers

Panel discussions by operators

Specialized individual presentations

Vendors & Sponsors

501(c)(3) dedicated to community

education

ELEMENTS

We are in this together and everyone has something important to share! 

SECO MISSION STATEMENT 
Educate, inform, and inspire manufactured home community owners.

PUTTING OUR MISSION INTO ACTION 
At SECO26, we’re proud to present two $2,500 donations to local 
veterans organizations in support of the communities they serve.

Join us during the SECO26 Welcome as we recognize this year’s recipients.

https://www.secoconference.com/
https://warrioroutreachranch.org/
https://www.cherokeehomelessvets.com/
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DISPLAY HOMES DISPLAY HOMES 
SECO26SECO26

We’re thrilled to once again feature new manufactured homes on display at SECO!
These homes offer attendees a unique opportunity to see firsthand the features
and options discussed during our educational sessions—like overhead A/C ducts,
innovative walk-in shower designs, roof overhangs, front porches, and the latest
floorplans.

At SECO, you'll learn why so many community owners are choosing to invest in
new manufactured homes over older repos to enhance their communities and fill
vacant lots more efficiently.

This year’s venue will showcase four model homes from leading manufacturers,
Live Oak Homes and Clayton Homes. These homes reflect some of the most
popular and best-selling models designed specifically for in-community placement.



https://whova.com/portal/q@j4eC0IBbGtBeVK0TDQ6qP2idt6Y@ecdM6SCmRqjK8=




Hosted by Our 
Home Manufacturers!

Unwind in the courtyard with food, drinks, and conversation. Before touring

the display homes, hear directly from the builders as they showcase the

latest designs, features, and innovations in manufactured housing. 

Austin Lesley will give a live demo while Mentalist Terry Ward brings 

close-up magic to the evening as you mingle and explore.

Tuesday Evening in the Courtyard

SECO Social ClubSECO Social ClubSECO Social Club
Where               Happens!MAGIC

https://vimeo.com/1218094427/2da069cc9a?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci




CO-HOSTED BY

Step into the SECO Social Club, where the Expo
becomes the place to connect! Mingle with fellow

attendees, visit with sponsors and exhibitors,
make new connections, and catch up with old

friends—all while enjoying complimentary
beverages and heavy appetizers.

Wednesday Evening in the Expo Hall

SECO Social ClubSECO Social ClubSECO Social Club
Where Connections Happen!Where Connections Happen!Where Connections Happen!



https://www.americancommercebank.com/
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Anthony Quire has been involved in real estate ownership for more than 15 years, with
experience in buying, selling, and conducting due diligence across multiple sectors, including
apartment communities, single-family homes, and manufactured housing communities. For
the past five years, he has also been involved in franchising, purchasing, operating, and
managing the day-to-day operations of eight Subway restaurants, one of the world's largest
restaurant franchise brands. He remains actively involved in the daily operations of ten
manufactured housing communities. Anthony has a passion for serving others and strives to
put God first in everything he does. He is married with two daughters, and is actively involved
in several ministries.

Arvin Anderson is the founder of The Ops Room, where he teaches business owners to
run their companies on Claude. His focus is simple: most owners are the bottleneck in
their own business, and he builds the systems that run the parts of the business that
don't need them. A business coach and AI strategist, Arvin turns Claude into an operating
system that handles the day-to-day, so owners get back to the work only they can do.

Austin Lesley is the third generation in his family to be in the manufactured home business.
He has been around the industry since he was born. His dad owned dealerships while Austin
was growing up, so he was involved in nearly every aspect of the business through his late
teens. Since then, Austin has managed dealerships for Clayton Homes, selling more than
100 homes per year on average. For the last eight years, he and his business partner have
been acquiring manufactured home communities. During that time, they have continued to
set up an average of 300 homes per year for numerous communities and dealerships. They
now have their own dealership and move their own homes, as well as handling all of the infill
for their communities.

Bryce McMurry is the Principal Owner of Kaliber Management, where he oversees a
portfolio of more than 1,000 rental units across mobile home parks, RV parks, and
apartments. He leads acquisitions and development, provides strategic direction, and
manages a 50-person real estate, construction, and operations team. A licensed home
builder, Bryce has purchased, designed, built, and sold more than $50 million in
commercial and residential real estate across 100+ properties. He also serves as a
Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army Special Forces (Green Beret) and holds a Bachelor
of Science in Entrepreneurial Studies from the University of New Mexico.

Buck Starr is a native of Auburn, Alabama and has been actively investing in the
manufactured housing asset class for over 25 years. He followed his family business,
which began in 1970 with the development of multiple student-based MH communities in
the Auburn area. In 2020, he opened a retail sales center, Legacy Homes of Auburn,
servicing the surrounding MHC communities. Over the past 20 years, Buck has
developed and managed communities that focus on specific needs within the local
market. With a focus on providing affordable student housing in the Manufactured Home
and RV space, Buck has created multiple niche communities that have thrived for their
targeted residents.

SPEAKERS



Charles Castellano is Regional Director of the Southeast U.S. at Yale, specializing in new
business development and Manufactured Housing Community (MHC) and Recreational
Vehicle (RV) transactions. He builds relationships with owners and operators across the
Southeast through industry conferences and community visits. In 2023, Charles reached
$250 million in total production and has successfully closed deals across seven states. He
has also contributed to MHInsider on affordable housing and played a key role in recruiting
and expanding Yale’s team. Previously, he gained experience in transaction management,
market research, and property underwriting. Charles holds a bachelor’s degree in
International Relations and Real Estate from the University of Denver and is a licensed real
estate sales associate in Florida.

Curtis Dudley is CEO of IT In Flow LLC, an IT and operations consultant who helps
businesses across multiple property types implement modern technology and automate their
processes. He specializes in helping organizations document their operational processes,
configure and implement the right systems, and build the reporting and data foundation
needed to run efficiently. With more than 30 years of experience applying technology to
property operations, starting with his family's property management business and later as
CIO for All County Property Management, Curtis has a rare combination of hands-on operator
experience and deep technical expertise. He holds a B.S. in Computer Systems Engineering
and is a frequent conference speaker.

Hannah McClure has a tenured background in software and user experience
design, research, and process implementation. She has spent the past decade
researching, analyzing deals, and networking within the mobile home community
industry. Since Top Shelf’s first mobile home community acquisition in 2020, she has
developed highly effective processes and strategies for successful remote mobile
home community operations.

César Mascorro, Jr. is the Founder and President of MH Sales Mastery, the Professional
Development Platform for the Manufactured Housing Industry. With over 14 years in retail
manufactured home sales and over 30 years in single family housing combined, he brings
hands-on expertise in what it takes to win in today’s market. He and his team have worked
with retailers, community operators, manufacturers and lenders nationwide, and even MHI, to
modernize sales and operations strategies, systems, and processes, strengthen teams, and
drive profitability by aligning with today's buyer expectations. Known for his direct, high-
energy approach, César delivers practical insights that challenge outdated methods and
elevate the customer experience.

SPEAKERS

Jim Dougherty is a Partner at Bennett Thrasher and leads the Technology Services service
line. Jim has 20+ years of experience as an IT practitioner supporting business across market
segments spanning SMB's up to publicly traded enterprise scale companies. Jim's experience
includes hands-on infrastructure design, deployment, and support including Layer 2/3 network
principles, Active Directory domain architecture, and local and organization-wide policy
enforcement. Prior to joining Bennett Thrasher, Jim was the Chief Operating Officer of an
Atlanta-based IT consulting and support company for 6 years. In addition to overseeing the
day-to-day operation of the Technology Services group, Jim provides fractional IT Director
services, cybersecurity assessments based on the NIST 2.0 cybersecurity framework (CSF),
disaster recovery plan development and testing, and general technology consulting.



Kara Mathis is a marketing and digital communications professional specializing in the
manufactured housing industry. She works with community owners to market available
homes, strengthen their online presence, and reach prospective buyers through social
media, digital advertising, local SEO, and other promotional channels. She focuses on
practical, results-driven marketing that helps communities connect available homes
with qualified buyers. She is also an active member of Women Advancing
Manufactured Housing (WAMH).

Kurt Kelley is the President of Mobile Insurance, the industry’s leader in insurance
programs for MH communities, retailers, and setup contractors. Kurt is an honors
graduate from both the University of Colorado and the University of Oklahoma Law
School. As a board-certified criminal attorney, his understanding of contractual
agreements, LLCs, and commercial insurance brings an invaluable skillset to Mobile
Insurance. Kurt’s perspective and years of experience working in the MH Industry
makes him a crucial member to any real estate investor’s team.

Kim Shultz-Rainford is a former corporate professional with a background in cash
management, accounting, and strategic planning. After selling more than 65 manufactured
homes, she transitioned into community ownership in 2013. Since then, Kim has improved
community living conditions, infrastructure, capacity, and profitability while adding and selling
homes through owner financing. She currently owns two manufactured home communities in
the Dallas/Fort Worth area with her husband.  Kim holds a B.A. from the University of Texas
at Arlington and an M.B.A. from Texas A&M University–Commerce and is a licensed Texas
retailer. She is a member of the Texas Manufactured Housing Association and serves on the
SECO Planning Committee and Veterans Assistance Program Committee. She is also a
founding member of Women Advancing Manufactured Housing (WAMH).

John Gelzer is CEO and principal of Equity Management Company. John
oversees a diverse commercial estate portfolio including multi-family,
manufactured housing, hotel, office, industrial, land, and retail assets. As an
attorney, he also works as in-house counsel.

SPEAKERS
Joe Brock is an entrepreneur and technology professional specializing in AI
automation, real estate, and business strategy. He is Co-Founder of BRK
Digital and Quartz Group, Managing Member at StarStream Solar, and a
commercial real estate broker. Joe is a graduate of the University of Arizona.

https://canva.link/dsr3ltc5rt7olup


Michelle Oppelt is the CEO of Open Management, a national property and asset management platform
overseeing more than 6,000 manufactured housing community lots and a $300 million real estate
portfolio. Under her leadership, the company has maintained a 98%+ portfolio-wide collections rate and
infilled nearly 1,000 manufactured homes. With nearly 20 years of experience founding, building, and
scaling companies, Michelle believes sustainable growth requires strong people, clear processes,
consistent execution, and accountability. She brings an owner-operator mindset to community
management, combining data-driven decision-making with a focus on positive experiences for
residents, clients, and team members. A proud mom of four, Michelle credits motherhood with shaping
her approach to leadership, particularly adaptability, resilience, empathy, and building teams invested in
shared success.

Mickey Mellen joined forces with Ali Green to form GreenMellen back in 2009. Since then,
he’s served as the Technical Managing Partner for the agency, helping their clients with all
manner of technical and business advice. A frequent speaker and sharer of knowledge,
Mickey has also led the Atlanta-based A Brighter Web meetup since 2012 and blogs daily on
his personal website. With nearly two decades of experience using WordPress, Mickey is an
active supporter of the WordPress Community, and is a graduate of the altMBA program.
Mickey lives in Marietta with his wife, Kelly, and their two daughters.

Nick Lefke has worked for over two decades where tree risk becomes reality:  in manufactured
housing communities, RV resorts, outdoor hospitality properties, golf courses, and multi-site
portfolios across the country. As the founder of NPS Tree Experts, Nick and his team managed
millions of dollars in tree removal, pruning, storm response, and long-term canopy maintenance for
some of the nation’s largest property owners. They responded to FEMA hurricane sites, derechos,
tornadoes, ice storms, and countless emergency calls where a single fallen tree disrupted
operations, damaged infrastructure, and created unexpected financial exposure. Over hundreds of
projects, Nick began to notice something that changed the trajectory of his career. The most
expensive trees weren’t the ones that failed during a storm.  They were the ones everyone wished
they had identified years earlier. 

Maryuri Barberan is comptroller and executive vice president of Pentagon Properties, Inc.,
which owns and manages four communities comprising about 500 lots in Georgia and Texas,
and has sold over 550 new and previously owned manufactured homes via Lease-Option
contracts over the past 32 years. Exceptionally low default rates are achieved with new
Community Series Homes (CSH) and very thorough underwriting of L-O "buyers". She is a
member of the Executive Committee for SECO which attracts upwards of 200 small and mid-
size community owners annually. She is also a member of the Veterans Assistance Program
Committee and is a founding member of Women Advancing Manufactured Housing (WAMH).
Maryuri holds a B.S. degree in real estate and finance from Georgia State University.

SPEAKERS
Louis Levenson, Esq. has practiced law since 1978 and brings decades of courtroom and
judicial experience to SECO26. He has served as a part-time Magistrate Judge in Fulton
County, Georgia since 1984 and has extensive experience hearing residential and
commercial landlord-tenant matters. Over the course of his judicial service, he has presided
over more than 100,000 non-jury dispossessory and eviction cases, as well as numerous jury
trials. A graduate of Emory University School of Law and former Fulbright Scholar, Levenson
is also a longtime instructor for Georgia’s continuing judicial education programs. At SECO26,
he’ll share his knowledge and insights on evictions, dispossessory proceedings, and other
legal considerations manufactured housing community owners should understand.



SPEAKERS

Tom Lackey first started in the industry in 1988 when he was the General Manager
of a Manufactured Home Dealership in Michigan. Tom's experience has been diverse
in the industry from managing multiple communities, owning and operating
Communities in several states, owning and managing multiple dealer sales locations,
operation of manufactured home insurance brokerage, and ownership of a national
mobile home rental corporation. Tom is a member of the Georgia Manufactured
Housing Association (GMHA), and the Michigan Manufactured Housing Association,
having served on PAC Committee for the MMHA.

Steve Case has been a real estate investor in RV properties, manufactured home
communities, multi-family, and self-storage for nearly three decades, early on
pursuing a series of “turnaround parks” that required extensive hands-on effort in the
relocation of homes, home infill, utility upgrades, and operational re-engineering.  In
2003, Case founded Mobile Home University to serve as an educational and training
platform for those who wanted to come into the industry and later co-founded SECO
in 2008. Steve was inducted into the RV/MH Hall of Fame in 2026.

Spencer Roane, president of Pentagon Properties, Inc., owns and manages four land
lease communities in Georgia and Texas. His firm has sold over 500 new & previously-
owned manufactured homes in his communities over the past 25 years via Lease-Option
contracts. Spencer is a member of the Georgia Manufactured Housing Association
where he served as an officer and member of the board of directors. He served on the
National Communities Council (NCC) and the Disaster Housing Task Force of the
Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI). He is one of the organizers of the Southeast
Community Owners (SECO) conference which attracts hundreds of small and mid-size
community owners annually. Spencer holds a B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering, a
M.S. degree in Industrial Management, and both Mortgage Loan Originator and
Mortgage Broker S.A.F.E. Act licenses. Spencer was inducted into the RVMH Hall of
Fame in 2017.

Victoria Cowart, CPM, NAAEI Faculty, is Vice President of Education at
PetScreening and a seasoned property management professional with experience
across HOAs, manufactured housing, and multifamily communities. Cowart, a recent
Hall of Fame inductee in South Carolina, holds a degree in Human Resource
Management, is a Certified Property Manager (CPM) through the Institute of Real
Estate Management (IREM) and has been certified to facilitate Adult Mental Health
First Aid certification trainings by the National Council for Mental Wellbeing. She is a
passionate advocate for education in the rental housing industry, operational
excellence, pets, assistance animals, and team wellness.



https://www.showsearch.net/download


SupericaSupericaCafe IntermezzoCafe IntermezzoSouth City KitchenSouth City Kitchen Kona GrillKona GrillThe CapeThe Cape

Upscale Dining
Rumi’s Kitchen — Persian 

South City Kitchen — Southern 

Thai Candle — Thai / Seafood 

The Cape — South African / Coastal 

Branch & Barrel — New American / Gastropub 

Quick Bites
Gusto! — Bowls / Wraps 

Chick-fil-A — Chicken / Fast Food 
NFA Burger — Burgers 

Caffè Antico — Italian Café 
Five Daughters Bakery — Bakery / Donuts 

Le Macaron — French Café / Pastries 
Starbucks — Coffee / Café

True Food Kitchen — Healthy / New American 
Marlow’s Tavern — American / Gastropub 

Kona Grill — American / Sushi 
Crú Food & Wine Bar — Wine Bar / New American 

Barleygarden — Gastropub / Craft Beer 
Café Intermezzo — European Café 

Antico Pizza Napoletana — Neapolitan Pizza
Superica — Tex-Mex 

Casual Dining

South City KitchenSouth City Kitchen

Explore Avalon

Lunch is on your own — and you’ve got plenty of options just steps away!

BarleygardenBarleygarden

https://experienceavalon.com/


https://www.womenadvancingmanufacturedhousing.com/


https://info.yardibreeze.com/software-for-property-management?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=branded&device=c&keyword=yardi%20breeze&creative=344805497905&matchtype=e&adposition=&utm_term=yardi%20breeze&utm_campaign=Breeze+Campaign+-+Branded&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=9871592485&hsa_cam=1532306148&hsa_grp=62278880041&hsa_ad=344805497905&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-630989515340&hsa_kw=yardi%20breeze&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1532306148&gbraid=0AAAAADjUgZQSQx5PLNF1sW7z_ff7gCRKN&gclid=Cj0KCQjwt9jVBhDXARIsAFSP-6d4oPKv-0TwmApfcP9GkJKZb970Ct6MwWYImINmwSvLFQbWky-Lx80aAqtCEALw_wcB


https://www.claytonhomes.com/


https://liveoakmanufacturedhomes.com/


https://www.mobileagency.com/
https://stylecrestinc.com/


S c h e c h n e r  L i f s o n  C o r p .  

https://www.slcinsure.com/services/mhc
https://www.lyonsindustries.com/


https://www.cort.com/
https://accessparks.com/


https://www.lower.com/
https://paywithoccupi.com/


METRON-US.COM

http://www.mhvillage.com/
http://www.metron-us.com/


https://northpointcf.com/
https://www.mobileagency.com/mobile-housing-review-magazine/
https://www.sunstonerea.com/


https://www.efformance.com/
https://www.triadfs.com/
https://www.manageamerica.com/


http://www.cascadeloans.com/
https://leasetrack.ai/


https://www.covertree.com/
https://www.themhpbroker.com/
https://legacyhousing.com/


https://www.treeiq.com/
https://www.automhatic.com/discover/


https://bach-development.com/
https://www.petscreening.com/


https://www.rentmanager.com/manufactured-housing/?utm_campaign=IndustryAdvertising&utm_source=SECO&utm_medium=SocialMedia&utm_content=Oct26
https://www.vmf.com/


https://www.thervmhhalloffame.org/
https://blevinsinc.com/


https://www.madisonspecs.com/


https://parklanefinance.com/
https://www.abtwater.com/
https://timberlinecg.com/


https://www.yaleadvisors.com/
https://www.americancommercebank.com/


https://www.entrata.com/
https://www.firstbankonline.com/
https://www.handytrac.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mhcommunities
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mhcommunities


Gold Sponsors

https://accessparks.com/
https://www.automhatic.com/
https://bach-development.com/
https://www.cascadeloans.com/
https://www.mhvillage.com/
https://leasetrack.ai/
https://covertree.com/
https://www.lyonsindustries.com/
https://www.mobileagency.com/
https://www.manageamerica.com/
https://www.petscreening.com/
https://www.rentmanager.com/
https://www.slcinsure.com/
https://stylecrestinc.com/
https://www.cort.com/
https://www.lower.com/


Silver Sponsors

https://www.americancommercebank.com/
https://www.blevinsinc.com/
https://www.claytonhomebuildinggroup.com/
https://joindomos.com/
https://www.madisonspecs.com/
https://metron-us.com/
https://northpointcf.com/
https://www.paywithoccupi.com/
https://timberlinecg.com/
https://treeiq.com/
https://www.vmf.com/
https://www.yaleadvisors.com/


ABT Water Management

Efformance • Mailfuze

Entrata

FirstBank

HandyTrac Systems

Legacy Housing

Park Lane Finance Solutions, LLC

Sunstone Real Estate Advisors

The MHP Broker

Triad Financial Services

Bronze Sponsors

https://www.abtwater.com/
https://www.efformance.com/mailfuze
https://www.entrata.com/
https://www.firstbankonline.com/
https://www.handytrac.com/
https://legacyhousing.com/
https://parklanefinance.com/
https://www.sunstonerea.com/
https://themhpbroker.com/
https://www.triadfs.com/


Thank You for Being 
Part of SECO26!

A special thanks to the RV/MH Hall of Fame 
for sponsoring the SECO26 Digital Program

Go forth and manage your empire. We wish you much success!

SECO is more than a conference. It’s a community—and it’s the people who show up,
share what they know, ask questions, exchange ideas, and build relationships who make it
special.

To our sponsors and partners, thank you for your generous support and for helping make
SECO26 possible.

To our speakers and special guests, thank you for sharing your time, experience, and
expertise with our community.

And to the community owners, property managers, operators, industry professionals, and
friends of SECO who joined us this year—thank you for being here, participating in the
conversations, and continuing to make this industry stronger.

We are incredibly grateful for each of you and for the community that has grown around
SECO over the years. We hope you leave Alpharetta with new ideas, valuable connections,
and relationships that continue long after the conference ends.

Thank you for being part of SECO26. We couldn’t do it without you.

— The SECO26 Planning Team

https://www.thervmhhalloffame.org/history-of-the-rv-mh-hall-of-fame/
https://www.secoconference.com/


https://www.instagram.com/secoconference/
https://www.youtube.com/@SECOConference
https://www.linkedin.com/company/seco-national-conference-of-community-owners/
https://www.facebook.com/secoconference
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